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SIXTY HOURS:
a Bus Trip to Arizona

—Mickey Smith

FRIDAY—June 14, 2013, 7:30 a.m.  
It begins in Glendale, California,
where eleven sleepy Christian Edition members climb aboard a sleek
white bus. After a short prayer, we
depart promptly at 8:00 a.m. Those
who want to sleep sit up front, talkers in the middle, and we game
players gather at the rear of the big
bus. Fred Miller, Gayle Craig, and I
love to play a game with Rook cards
called “Golf.” We play for almost
thirty minutes with Craig and Carlie
Vendouris before we arrive in Covina.

We make a stop there to pick up
some special guests of Gayle’s: her
two granddaughters, Eleanor, age 5,
and Annabelle, age 3. Then we are
off to Fontana for another special
stop to pick up first tenor Henry
Murray. At 9:20 a.m. we arrive in
Loma Linda where the rest of our
singers board the bus along with several of their family members.
We are on our way to Arizona
by 9:40 a.m. About a half hour later,
those of us in the back of the bus
hear a strange popping sound fol-

Miracle at Sixty-Five

wanted a cardiologist to check. Following a stress test, the cardiologist
said Calvin needed an angiogram.
In reviewing the results of the
angiogram with Calvin and me, we
learned that Calvin had 80–85%
blockage in four of the cardiac vessels and that he would need immediate cardiac bypass surgery.
Upon hearing this news, Calvin flashed back to his best friend,
Sonny Ines, who was also a diabetic,

— Linda Knipschild

C

alvin had just turned sixtyfive when his primary physician told him that Medicare
would authorize a one-time-only
complete physical upon joining
Medicare. The doctor proceeded to
do a complete workup and during
the EKG examination, he noticed
some slight abnormalities that he
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lowed by an even stranger smell,
like burning rubber.  We listen
apprehensively as our bus struggles
on. Finally the driver pulls off to
the side of the road to investigate.
After a few minutes he starts out
again and informs us, “The bus has
no power, so we will have to wait
here in Beaumont while they bring
us another bus from Long Beach.”
So here we are at the Oak Valley
Parkway exit, in the parking lot of
a small shopping area. It will be at
least an hour until the replacement
arrives, but we are grateful that the
breakdown didn’t happen in the
heat of the barren desert.
Most of us opt for an early lunch
since we have a lot of time on our
hands. Several in the group decide
to exercise before eating. By the
time the new bus arrives three hours
later, we are all ready to continue
continued on page 6

and had this same surgery from
which he never recovered. Calvin
instantly had a terrible feeling that
he would never see his family and
friends again.
Calvin had a pre-surgery meeting with the cardiac surgeon who
was going to perform the operation. In talking with him, Calvin
expressed his worries (diabetic,
overweight, etc.) about the surgery
continued on page 4

Christian Edition and
Family Reunion Music
— Carole Derry-Bretsch

O

n Sunday, September 29,
2013, the men of Christian
Edition and members of
Family Reunion Music from across
the country descended on the Posada Royale Best
Western Motel
in Simi Valley,
California. We
were anticipating
two special days
together, but we
could never have
known what the
Lord had in store
for us—135 people joining in song
each day for a time of fellowship
and of offering our musical praises to our Lord.
On Monday morning, September 30, at 10:00 a.m., we all met in
the studio at the Adventist Media
Center for the recording of our first
DVD to be titled 150 and Beyond.
This DVD is in honor of the 150th
anniversary of the naming of the
Seventh-day Adventist Church. The
May anniversary will be celebrated
into 2014.
We had many special guests for
this taping, including Pastor Dan
Jackson, North American Division
President. Also singing were Union
Presidents, Conference Presidents,
Pastor Mike and Gayle Tucker,
Pastor Bill and Jackie Tucker, Williams and Sonete Costa, Louise and
Noel Garvin from Australia, and
many others. In addition, we were
honored to welcome Gaither Homecoming Video artists Allison Speer,
Larry Ford, and Tim Parton.
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It was a special privilege to
have the Freedom
Singers with us.
Theirs is an
Above: Calvin Knipschild, Tony Anobile, Rob Peterson, Paul
Wilcox, Phil Draper; Left: Michael Spencer, Lori Spencer,
George Swanson; Below left: Craig Vendouris and Keith
Smith; Bottom: Jennifer LaMountain and Calvin Knipschild

amazing story
of a miraculous
escape from
Romania and
their book, The
Price of Freedom,
is definitely a
must-read! They
have such precious spirits and love for Jesus; we
were blessed by their music and we
loved having them with us for our
tapings. They are all truly a part of
our Family Reunion Music family.
It was a great treat to reconnect with the other Family Reunion
Music musicians whom we hadn’t
seen since our last taping together
several years ago. We enjoyed hearing about what the Lord is doing
in their lives and in their minis-

tries. We had an incredible time
singing the wonderful songs of our
church—songs that we grew up
with. During the taping, Christian
Edition sang a very special song,
“Higher Ground.” We felt the presence of the Lord
as they sang, and
we were equally
blessed by the
other songs that
we sang that day.
On Tuesday, October 1,
at 9:00 a.m.,
we began the
recording of our
second video,
Classic Praise.
Pastor Scott Reed, who sings with
Faith First and the Heritage Singers and is the Praise and Worship
Leader for Crosspoint Church in
St. Louis, led out in this session of
praise and worship. We were also
honored to have the chorale from
San Fernando Valley Academy join
us. This high school group is directed by Christian Edition’s accompanist and arranger, Michael Spencer.
continued on page 5

Dear Friends of Christian Edition,
After almost every worship service we have presented in our 33 years of music
ministry, the members of Christian Edition have been approached with stories
like those mentioned briefly below. They remind us of the power of the calling of
Christian Edition: to share God’s love through music.
An elderly, wheelchair-bound lady came to me after an evening service and
said, “I have a stack of Christian Edition CDs on my night stand. Your music
soothes me to sleep every night.”
A gentleman took me aside following another church program, tears in his eyes,
and exclaimed, “This is the first time I’ve been at a church in 30 years! Thank you
for reminding me how much God loves me.”
After yet another worship service, a lady reverently reported, “During prayer
time I opened my eyes and saw an angel walking up and down the aisles, gently
touching the shoulders of those in attendance.”
Christian Edition has never charged for a program, believing the message of
hope and love, carried so well by music, should be free. Our unswerving commitment to this belief has made our worship services available to thousands of people
who wouldn’t have heard them otherwise. We have trusted God to provide the
finances needed to take us to where people need to meet their Savior, and He has
never failed to do so.
We are already booked in advance for our 34th year of music ministry. We need
your help now to ensure that we can continue our ministry this year without worrying about finances. As you plan your year-end giving, we ask that you prayerfully
consider making a tax-deductible gift to further the ministry of Christian Edition.
Please fill out the enclosed envelope or give online at www.christianedition.com.
Thank you for being a member of the Christian Edition family; we wouldn’t
exist without your prayers and thoughtful generosity! Your contributions send
us to our next congregation where someone will be waiting to renew their love for
Jesus or perhaps to commit their life to Him for the very first time. We are eternally
grateful for your support and we look forward to seeing you soon at one of our
programs. More importantly, we can’t wait for the day when we can meet together
at the feet of Jesus singing praises together to the One who saved us!
May God bless you and your household this coming year and always.
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In His Name,
Calvin D. Knipschild
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Info @ ChristianEdition.com

Wings of Faith
To help maintain the faith ministry of Christian Edition,
 I pledge:
      $10  $25  $50  Other: $_________
   per month for the next 12 months.
 Please accept my one-time gift of:
      $100  $250  $500  Other: $________.
Wings of Faith — $100 per year Receive Wings of Faith pin.
Wings of Faith Artist’s Circle — $250 per year
Receive Wings of Faith pin, two CDs, donor name listed in
CE NewsNotes and on the website.
Wings of Faith Director’s Circle — $500 per year
Receive Wings of Faith pin, four CDs, donor name listed in
CE NewsNotes and on the website, and two copies of any new
CD two weeks before they are available to the general public.

Second Album for
Michael Spencer

C

hristian Edition is pleased
to announce the January
release of Michael Spencer’s
second piano album for the group.

Miracle continued from page 1
and how he had lost his best friend
to the same procedure. It was here
that I believe God’s leading became
very evident to Calvin and me. The
doctor told us that he was a Christian and that he was not in this profession to become rich or famous:
“You need to know that I am really
good.” We both knew that God had
led us to the right person.
The day before the surgery, Calvin and I were driving to the hospital for some scheduled tests when
suddenly a pickup truck pulled
up beside us on the road. We were
surprised to see our son, Erich, but
were even more shocked to see our
daughter, DeAnne. She and Erich
had planned this as a surprise for
4
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Payment method:  Cash  Check
 VISA  MasterCard  American Express  Discover
Card # ______________________________Exp. _____ /______
Signature __________________________CCV#____________
Name _____________________________________________
Address ___________________________________________
City ______________________ State________
Zip____________________________
Phone (________ )__________ -_________________________
Please make checks payable to: Christian Edition,
a non-profit 501(c)(3) tax-exempt corporation.

Michael’s first album,
Simple Prayers, has been
a best seller for more than
15 years. The new collection,
Simple Hope, will showcase a
new, more diverse presentation of
Michael’s talent. The instrumental

colors of the piano are
complemented by the rich
textures of Robert Irving,
who is responsible for the
lush soundscapes of Jesus Saves.
Christian Edition also sings on sev-

her to fly in from Southern California so the whole family could
be together. Another surprise was
in store when Calvin’s sister, Llona,
flew in to be with us. My brother,
Ken Williams, also stopped by to
offer his support.
In addition to all the family
support, the prayers of thousands
of people from around the world
were lifted up for Calvin, his doctor,
and the family. I cannot thank the
Christian Edition family and Carole
Derry-Bretsch enough for getting
the word out for people to remember us as we faced this crisis.
Gratefully, the surgery went
without a hitch and the doctor said
he was very pleased with everything.
Calvin had to spend eight days in

the hospital after the surgery and
was very surprised at how much
energy it took just to get up, let
alone walk just a short distance.
His favorite object became the
stuffed pillow in the shape of a bear
that he was told to hold tightly to his
chest when he had to cough. Wow!
It never left his sight. There were a
few times when the coughing got so
bad that he actually passed out. One
of those times was when our pastor,
George Gainer, was visiting. What a
scare that gave him!
While in the hospital several
pastors and friends stopped by to
visit. An unexpected surprise was
the visit of Calvin’s long-time friend,
Elder Larry Caviness, the Southern
California Conference President.

continued on page 7

After eight days Calvin was
finally allowed to go home. He
had learned that it was no vacation to spend time in a hospital.
It was a real blessing to get home,
sleep in his own bed, and not be
awakened around the clock. His
strength improved week by week,
and because of his hospital stay, his
eating habits changed drastically. In
the seven weeks since the surgery he

has lost over forty pounds and he is
determined to lose another twenty
to thirty pounds by the New Year.
Calvin took his first post-surgery
flight to Los Angeles on September 6 for the first Christian Edition
rehearsal of the new season. Calvin
said it was a GREAT reunion and the
love he received from the CE family
brought many tears to his eyes. He
is grateful to be a part of Christian

Family Reunion Music

time of being together. From dincontinued from page 2 ner Sunday evening (with Christian
Thank you all for joining us.
Edition members Rob Peterson, Paul
As for myself, I am truly lookWilcox, Russ Nelson, Paulette Neling forward to seeing the DVD
son and her dad, Pastor Gordon
because I didn’t see much of what
Henderson; Paulette’s son, Kevin
was going on while it was
happening. My eyes were
closed with tears flowing
and hands raised most of the
time. There were times when
I could not breathe because
the Holy Spirit was so strong.
The Lord spoke through
every word that Scott said
and through every song that

Right: Calvin Knipschild, Fred Miller, Dick Sample;
Below: Phil Draper, Rob Peterson, Yolanda
Innocent-Palmer, Schubert Palmer, MD

was sung. The music from both
days’ tapings was truly anointed.
None of us wanted it to end!
From the minute we got to Simi
Valley, our Family Reunion Music
family never stopped enjoying our
5

|

CE NewsNotes

|

winter 2013

Straine; and our
special guests
from Australia, Noel and
Louise Garvin)
through the last
note sung on
Tuesday
         afternoon, we
took full advantage of the fellowship,
the blessings of each other’s music,
and the love that we have for each
other. We laughed and cried, hugged
everyone we could, took all the pictures possible, enjoyed watching

Edition’s 33rd year of ministry.
We both know that it wasn’t
just the expertise of the doctor that
made Calvin’s recovery successful;
it was also the many, many prayers
of loving people and, especially,
the love of the Great Physician,
Jesus Christ, who has given Calvin
this miracle at sixty-five, a second
chance at life and a continuing
music ministry. 

Davey apply makeup to Calvin and
the others to make all of us camera
ready, and just took in this incredible foretaste of heaven to the fullest.
We have talked and emailed
many times since we returned to our
homes, reliving the blessings that we
received during our time together.
We pray that the spirit of the Lord
that permeated both days will also fill
your spirit, as you watch each DVD.
The first DVD will be out in the
middle of November, and the second will be available next spring.
To purchase the DVDs go to:
www.familyreunionmusic.com
We will keep you posted as to
the release dates of the DVDs and
concert dates on the Christian Edition and Family Reunion Music
Facebook sites.
Are you a member of the Christian Edition and Family Reunion
Music (Family Reunion Music Updated) groups on Facebook? If not, we
would love to have you join us.
There are also two samples of the
first DVD— Christian Edition can
be seen in both:
http://tinyurl.com/lfh3ry4
http://tinyurl.com/oc5djo3
Christian Edition was privileged
to be a part of these DVDs and we
know that you will be blessed as you
watch them. 

Arizona

continued from page 1
our trip to Arizona. From the new
bus our director, Calvin, calls ahead
and informs our host, Phil Draper,
that we will probably miss our first
singing appointment that evening at
the camp meeting. Phil graciously
assures Calvin that Christian Edition will be welcome whenever we
arrive at Camp Yavapines in the
mountains near Prescott, Arizona.
TWELVE HOURS—7:30 p.m.
As we arrive at the campground we
are informed that we are next on the
program. Arriving so late, we have
neither checked into our hotel nor
had time to change clothes, so the
decision is made to sing “as is” in
our travel wear. As we wait to go on,
we watch in amazement as Arizona
Conference President Tony Anobile
auctions off some beautiful homemade quilts to raise funds for evangelism in the Arizona Conference.
With bids in the $1,000 range, we
estimate that over $10,000 is raised
for evangelism in these few minutes. Our two songs are followed by
the weekend’s featured speaker, Dr.
Randy Roberts, Senior Pastor of the
Loma Linda University Church in
California. He will speak three different times during the two days we
are there and we will be privileged
to sing before each of his presentations. All of his messages are from
Luke 15. After his inspiring “Lost
Sheep” message, we find our way to
our bus, ready to get to our hotel.
TWENTY-SIX HOURS—Saturday—9:30 a.m. We board the bus
for the twenty-minute ride back
to Camp Yavapines. There we are
directed up the hill to a small building where we can gather for our
morning devotional and rehearsal
time. We move to the main audito6
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Director
Accompanist
Calvin Knipschild Michael Spencer
First Tenors
Henry Murray
Rob Peterson
Paul Wilcox
Second Tenors
Fred Miller
Russ Nelson
Dick Sample
Dennis Shogren
Mickey Smith

Baritones
Gary Gifford
Bruce Powers
John Reader
Keith Smith
Craig Vendouris
Basses
Clarence Brummett
Jonathan Davidson
Leonard Fletcher
Ken Holland
Gary Mattison
Patrick Wolfe
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rium for the eleven o’clock service
and sing three songs before Dr. Roberts speaks again from Luke 15. This
time his subject is “The Lost Coin.”
After the service we are treated
to lunch followed by a relaxing time
visiting with friends and family
members until our next appointment. At 4:00 p.m. we present
another hour of worship and praise
in song to a most appreciative congregation. After supper we proceed
to our final meeting at 7:00 p.m.
Dr. Roberts speaks again, movingly, from Luke 15, “The Lost Son.”
At 9:45 p.m. the bus is waiting to
take us back to our hotel and some
much-needed rest for the following
day’s schedule of more travel and
singing.
FORTY-EIGHT HOURS—Sunday, 7:30 a.m. We board the bus and
head out to our next stop, Trinity
Bible Church, in Sun City. As we
ride along, I notice that our direc-

tor, Calvin, looks troubled. When
he informs us that a member of
his family has been hospitalized in
serious condition we quietly gather
around to offer a special prayer for
healing of his family member and
for Calvin as he directs the music
this morning with a heavy heart.
9:00 a.m. We arrive at our Sun
City destination, greeted with a big
blue sign saying, “Christian Edition—Performing June 16, 2013.”
“Wow!” I say to myself. “They
really love us here.” Always greeting us with his delightful comments, the pastor has a great sense
of humor. During our call to worship, “Bow the Knee,” we notice that
Calvin has tears in his eyes. At the
end he thanks us because that is the
song he needed to hear. In his final
appeal he assures both us and the
congregation that Satan will not
take away his joy.
By 1:00 p.m. we are back on the
road, heading for home. Most of
us sleep much of the way and 5½
hours later we pull into Loma Linda.
There are hugs and good-byes to the
people who are leaving us here. The
last call is, “See you in two weeks at
Mt. Hermon.”
FIFTY-NINE HOURS—6:30 p.m.
We are headed for Glendale, California, and the last ten CE members
of the group remain: Fred, Lori,
Michael, John, Ken, Rob, Paul,
Malisa, Richard and myself. Our
faithful bus driver is Bradford C.
McDaniel. He hasn’t had much to
say since our breakdown in Beaumont. He has just quietly done
his job—well. We continue to be
blessed by his business card which
includes the following: “If you meet
me and forget me, you’ve lost nothing. But if you meet Jesus and forget
Him, you’ve lost everything.”

SIXTY HOURS—7:30 p.m. Our
bus arrives in Glendale where we
come full circle to where we began
this wonderful weekend. We can
reflect on several things: First, we
have been blessed through all our
years of travel never to have had
a bus breakdown, until now. Second, we have never sung to a large
audience in casual clothes. (Sorry
Craig Vendouris, you missed this
one!) Third, Trinity Bible Church
greeted us in a very special way.
Their love and appreciation were
deep and timely. As we returned to
our homes, we could look back on
God’s protection of our activities. I
love this group of men with whom I
sing. We are blessed!
And so ends our sixty hours. 

Second Album

continued from page 4
eral of the selections. The album’s
title, Simple Hope, reflects Michael’s
faith journey since Simple Prayers.
“It’s similar to when we do offering during a service,” says Michael.
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Just Released!
Christian Edition has just
released a DVD version of our
Hymns of Hope and Joy video
which includes classic Christian
hymns such as “All Hail the
Power of Jesus’ Name,”
“O Worship the King,” “Wonderful Peace,” “Whispering
Hope,” “I Sing the Mighty Power
of God” and “It Is Well With My
Soul” along with more contemporary songs such as “Fishers
of Men,” “He’s Still Workin’ on
Me,” “I’m Gonna Keep Walkin’,”
“Whiter Than Snow,” “O Father
In Heaven” and “More Than
You’ll Ever Know.” For informa“The guys just sort of sneak in and
then take off with the words for a
big finish. We’ve done single songs
like this on previous Christian Edition albums, and I’ve really enjoyed
taking this concept to the broader
canvas of a full length album.”
Featuring music from styles
ranging from African chant to
gentle ragtime, to laid back jazz,
and to country, this is an eclectic
mix of new clothes for familiar
tunes. “Mansion Over the Hilltop”
is presented in the country style of
Floyd Cramer, “Be Thou My Vision”
in the contemporary jazz style of
Dave Grusin, and “When the Roll
is Called Up Yonder” in the style
of The Lion King. Several Advent
pioneer hymns worked together
into the “Gather at the River Rag,”
which also features “Lift Up the
Trumpet” and “In the Sweet by and
By.” “Near to the Heart of God”
is paired with Ralph Carmichael’s
classic “A Quiet Place” to yield “A

tion or to reserve your copy,
please visit our website at www.
ChristianEdition.com or call
(877) 873-2603.
Quiet Place of Rest.” The instruments of “In My Heart There Rings
A Melody” couldn’t be bouncier,
and standing stark in the stillness
of solo piano is the classic anthem,
“The Holy City.”
Mixed in with these revamped
familiar tunes are several less familiar songs, including “Mary’s Song,”
written by Adventist composer Jeff
Wood for a play of the same name
thirty years ago in the Napa Valley. “A Simple Song” was written for
the opening of The Kennedy Center
by 20th century composer Leonard
Bernstein. Jay Ungar’s “Ashokan
Farewell” is combined with Nick
Glennie-Smith’s “Mansions of the
Lord” and “Hymn to the Fallen” by
film composer John Williams to create an elegiac medley called “The
Fallen Warrior.” Simple guitar and
piano begin “Gabriel’s Oboe,” and the
men of Christian Edition are featured
in “Welcome Home, Children.”
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 All listed Christian Edition rehearsals
are open to our friends and are held at
San Gabriel Academy Elementary located
at 5550 Muscatel Ave . in San Gabriel ,
California .
Concert times or locations may change.
Please call ahead to confirm a concert
before traveling long distances . (Seventhday A dventist has been abbreviated to SDA.)
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Glendale , CA
Permit No. 966

December
NO CONCERTS or OTHER EVENTS

January
10 Friday

7:00 p.m.

Rehearsal

11 Saturday

3:00 p.m.

Rehearsal

17 Friday

7:00 pm.

Rehearsal

18 Saturday
11:30 a .m.
Concert
Garden Grove SDA Church
12702 9 th Street
Garden Grove, CA 92840-5441
(714) 534-1987
18 Saturday
4:00 p.m.
Los Alamitos SDA Church
4921 Katella Avenue
Cypress, CA 90720-1748
(714) 236-4827

Concert

February
7 Friday

7:00 p.m.

Rehearsal

8 Saturday

3:00 p.m.

Rehearsal

21 Friday

7:00 p.m.

Rehearsal

22 Saturday
11:00 a .m.
Concert
Fairfield Community SDA Church
1101 E. Tabor Avenue
Fairfield, CA 94533-8011
(707) 426-6720
22 Saturday
5:00 p.m.
Fairmont SDA Church
730 S. Fairmont Avenue
Lodi, CA 95240-4615
(209) 334-1844

Concert

23 Sunday
10:00 a .m.
Zion Reform Church
105 Ham Lane
Lodi, CA 95240
(209) 369-1919

Concert
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March
7 Friday

7:00 p.m.

Rehearsal

8 Saturday

3:00 p.m.

Rehearsal

26 Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
Concert
Hendersonville SDA Church
2301 Asheville Hwy.
Hendersonville, NC 28793-0269
(828) 692-2255

22 Saturday
10:45 a .m.
Concert
Spartanburg SDA Church
1217 John B. White Sr. Blvd.
Spartanburg, SC 29302
(864) 576-3634

28 Friday
7:30 p.m.
Concert
High Point SDA Church
279 Eastchester Drive
High Point, NC 27262-7714
(336) 869-2215

22 Saturday
6:30 p.m.
Concert
Fletcher SDA Church
1141 Howard Gap Road
Hendersonville, NC 28792-7262
(828) 684-0332

29 Saturday
11:00 a .m.
Concert
Kernersville SDA Church
896 Old Winston Road
Kernersville, NC 27284-7108
(336) 996-3777

23 Sunday
10:55 a .m.
Concert
Beverly Hills Baptist Church
777 Tunnel Road
Asheville, NC 28805
(828) 298-4623

29 Saturday
6:30 p.m.
Concert
Charlotte Sharon SDA Church
920 N. Sharon Amity Road
Charlotte, NC 28211-3138
(704) 364-8973

23 Sunday
6:00 p.m.
Tryon SDA Church
2820 Lynn Road
Tryon, NC 28782-6681
(828) 859-6407

Concert
If you wish to talk to us about
scheduling a concert, please fax a

24 Monday
7:00 p.m.
Concert
Highland Farms Retirement Community
200 Tabernacle Road
Black Mountain, NC 28711
(828) 669-6473
25 Tuesday
7:00 p.m.
Arden SDA Church
35 Airport Road
Arden, NC 28704-3301
(828) 684-6700

Concert

request form to (360) 210-5206.
Find a request form at
ChristianEdition.com/requestform.pdf.

