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by Calvin Knipschild

by Gayle Craig

A wonderful thing about witnessing 
and ministry outreach is that you 
get to experience, first-hand, the 
effect of your sharing. This past 

June, I had the privilege of experiencing my 
witnessing effort returned to me in a sur-
prising and emotional way.

During our Caribbean Music and Mission 
Cruise, Christian Edition was scheduled to 
put on a small performance at the Grand 
Cayman Adventist K-12 School. As we were 
preparing for the program, and trying to 
survive the 95º temperature along with the 
98% humidity, I noticed the students filing in 
quietly and orderly. Everyone was dressed 

Good Things DO Come in Small Packages
beautifully in school uniforms, but what was 
amazing was that the boys were dressed in 
dress shirts, with TIES no less, and they were 
all happy, smiling, and very friendly. On the 
other hand, those of us in CE were just trying 
to look alive in our Filipino, light-weight, open-
collared, semi-casual shirts. 

After our 40-minute program for the stu-
dents and staff, came the event that, for me, 
was the highlight of our cruise. The principal 
stood in front of the students and said the 
students would like to “pray for the Christian 
Men.” He invited CE to spread out through 
the auditorium and told the students to 

Christian Edition shares an open concert for passengers aboard the Liberty of the Seas on the final day of the cruise.

A Week of “Music and Mission”

For the past two years, the Christian 
Edition Board had been busy plan-
ning for the 35th Anniversary Music 
and Mission Caribbean Cruise. 

Some members worked with the travel 
agency to book the cruise on Royal 
Caribbean’s Liberty of the Seas; others 
worked on marketing and printed materials; 
and still others worked on ordering promo-
tional items such as shirts and pins for the 

members to advertise the cruise, as 
well as gifts for all the guests. 

More importantly, Director 
Calvin Knipschild was working 
on the very foundation of the 
cruise: the “Music and Mission.” 
He spent more than a year plan-
ning the concerts and rehearsing 
with the men to put together five 
different programs to sing on the 
cruise ship, as well as two addi-
tional services for the Kings SDA 
Church and Cayman Academy 
in George Town, Grand Cayman, 
and the Falmouth SDA Church and 

Preparatory School in Falmouth, Jamaica. 
Some of the other behind-the-scenes activi-
ties Calvin was working on included secur-
ing Karl Haffner as our guest speaker for 
the week, working with daughter, DeAnne 
Knipschild, and son, Erich Knipschild, to 
plan and coordinate the praise singing and 
special music numbers for the worship ser-
vices, and working with Karl’s brother, Paul 

continued on page 2
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divide up and gather around to pray for 
us and our ministry. I was immediately sur-
rounded by about 30 students who wanted 
to pray for me, which the principal cut down 
to about a dozen of what looked like third 
and fourth graders. 

They all took turns praying for me. 
Each one wanted to pray, and each one 

wanted to hold 
my hand as 
they prayed. 
WOW!!! At the 
end of our time 
together, I 
looked around 
and saw that I 
was not the only 
one with tears 
running down my 

Bass Ken Holland prays with the students from Cayman Academy.

Baritone Chris Sheridan 
is prayed for by students 
from Cayman Academy.

Haffner, to organize the mission projects at 
our three ports of call.

The mission projects were truly the heart 
of what made the “Music and Mission“ 
Cruise so special, and were the specific rea-
son why many of the guests joined Christian 
Edition for our 35th Anniversary Cruise. 
At the final worship service on Friday night, 
Calvin asked the group to share some of 
the stories they had experienced during 
the week. The following is a compilation of 
these vignettes:

Jarvis Howell shared his feelings about 
an orphanage he visited. “There are two 
million orphans in Mexico with nearly two 
million more living on the streets. The 
orphanage, Ciudad de Angeles in Cozumel, 
Mexico, is one stone in David’s sling fight-
ing against mammoth societal child abuse, 
neglect, and abandonment. The orphan-
age’s motto is to create ‘family.’ They pro-
vide a home for 40 children from 4 to 18 
years of age. Forty kids among two million: 
Overwhelming? Useless? Goliath? Not by 
might nor by power, but by My Spirit saith 
the Lord. God’s counsel thru David’s stone—
each one, touch one. Lo, I am with you 
always. Each one, touch one, where you are!”

“There are always flowers for those who 

want to see them” (Matisse). Margie Lunt 
thought of those words as she contem-
plated how to navigate the Christian Edition 
cruise with a fractured foot. Yes, the 35th 
Anniversary “Music and Mission” Cruise 
was something she had planned to par-
ticipate in since the summer before. With 
clothes packed for painting, she was excited 
to board her plane in Ontario, California, 
bound for Houston after a quick transfer in 
Phoenix, Arizona. But alas, with one little 
misstep at the Phoenix airport, she was 
headed for the emergency room upon her 
arrival in Houston. X-rays confirmed a Jones 
fracture (named after orthopedic surgeon 
Sir Robert Jones) of her right foot, so with 
a soft-splint and crutches she was sent on 
her way to the Caribbean. In spite of the dif-
ficulties, Margie effused about the many dif-
ferent kinds of “flowers” she received: the 
people on the ship (both Christian Edition 
friends and other cruisers), the ship staff, the 
hands and hearts that continually offered 
to push her in her wheelchair and/or offer 
words of caring, and of course, the music—
how it lifted her up with praise and awe to 
our ever-loving God! Although the dynam-
ics of the cruise changed somewhat for her, 

“Music 
and Mission”
continued  
from page 1

cheeks. All of the men of Christian Edition 
truly experienced a GREAT blessing coming 
to us through small, living packages.

If you have never been on a mission out-
reach trip, think about getting involved in 
one. There are definitely blessings in giv-
ing, but there are even greater blessings in 
receiving! 

continued on page 6
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“Dealing with Christian Edition is like 
herding cats.”

Calvin makes this joke at least once 
on every Christian Edition trip. 
The saying goes that there’s truth 
behind every joke—there certainly 

is truth behind this one.
Thus, when Calvin manages to corral all 

the cats in one location, he makes sure to 
clearly articulate where and when we sing-
ers are supposed to show up. Such com-
munication was especially important on a 
floating megalopolis like the Liberty of the 
Seas. Most of us didn’t have cell service or 
even email connectivity, so we had to revert 
to the time-honored art of oral communi-
cation and using our brains to remember 
important information. 

At our first info session with Calvin, he 
made sure he got everyone’s attention, and 
then said, “If you’re going on excursions, 
you need to know that only those sponsored 
by Royal Caribbean guarantee to get you 
back to the ship on time, and, if something 
goes wrong, the ship will only wait for you 
if you’re on a sponsored excursion.” Calvin 
then told us that anyone who missed a con-
cert because they booked an unofficial 
excursion would be forced to walk the plank. 
We all laughed and agreed to his terms.

My wife and I looked at the list of 
approved excursions for the ship’s first stop 
at Cozumel, Mexico. We found a seven-hour 
adventure that included swimming with sea 
turtles and snorkeling in the cenotes, which 
are a network of sinkholes and cave systems 
in the jungle that are filled with fresh water. 
The excursion promised to have us back on 
the ship by 3:30 p.m. This was ideal timing. 
Our first concert was scheduled for 4:30 p.m. 
and singers were supposed to report at 
4:00 p.m. I told my wife I could go.

The excursion was everything the perky 
language of the brochure made it out to be. 
We began by taking a 40-minute ferry ride 
to mainland Mexico where we geared up 
and headed out to swim with sea turtles. 

A Close Call To our surprise, we saw at least 20 adult and 
several adolescent turtles. We also got to 
see eels, coral, and more fish than you could 
shake a fin at. After this exquisite experi-
ence, our guides drove us deep into the jun-
gle to the cenotes. Unlike the luke-warmth of 
the Caribbean, the cenotes’ deep and clear 
waters hovered at a skin-puckering sixty-
eight degrees, but we got used to it quickly 
and greatly enjoyed swimming under the 
stalactite-covered overhanging walls of the 
sinkholes. It was simply breathtaking.

The final stop on our journey was an 
open-air restaurant overlooking a white 
sand beach near the pier where our ferry 
was supposed to pick us up. We ate incred-
ible burritos and guacamole, then ambled 
over to the pier to catch our 2:45 p.m. ferry.

That’s when the trouble started.
We arrived at the pier and checked in. 

Then, we noticed that our ferry was stuck off 
shore because ferries from other cruise ships 
lined the pier, still loading up their passen-
gers. I wasn’t too worried, figuring that we 
would be underway within a few minutes.

Twenty minutes later, I began to worry. 
Our ferry captain was also getting nervous 
and he started blaring the ferry’s foghorn at 
the Holland America ferry that was hogging 
the pier, which was likely waiting on some 
tardy passengers. It didn’t budge.

I began to sweat, and not just because of 
the 100-degree heat and 95% humidity. 
For you to adequately understand my fear of 
being late, it’s important to grasp that, when 
Calvin makes a threat like, “I’ll make you 
walk the plank,” it comes bundled with all 
the threats he has previously made for those 
who show up late to concerts, including, “I 
will sit on you.”

At 3:30 p.m., our ferry had yet to dock, 
load at least 250 passengers, and begin the 
40-minute journey back to the Liberty of the 
Seas. I was supposed to be in uniform and 
on stage at 4:00 p.m. to prep for our 4:30 
program. I resigned myself to being flat-
tened and falling to a watery grave.

Just then, the Holland America ferry 
fired its engines and began, ever so slowly, 

by Jonathan 
Davidson

continued on page 6
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to pull away from the pier. The faintest 
glimmer of hope welled up within me that 
I might make it before we sang.

Ever so slowly, our ferry pulled in. 
We boarded to begin our maddeningly 
slow journey back to Cozumel. As we 
approached the dock where the Liberty 
of the Seas was parked, I negotiated 
with the ferry staff in my broken Spanish 
and begged my fellow tourists to allow 
me to be the first person off the ferry. 
Kindness prevailed, and as soon as the 
ramp touched the pier, I began running 
the quarter mile from the ferry pier to the 
cruise line pier. It was now 4:15 p.m.

As I approached the Liberty of the Seas, 
dozens of people lined the balconies and 
decks, awaiting the ferry of late passen-
gers who were holding up the ship. They 
saw me sprinting far ahead of the other 
passengers in my flip-flops, and began 
to cheer and clap. I waved as if I was an 
Olympian and they cheered all the louder.

I took the stairs three at a time up six 
floors to my room, donned my Christian 
Edition suit in record time, and jogged the 
1,112 feet from my room in the stern to the 
bow where our concert was to take place. 
I ran into the venue and nonchalantly 
crossed to where the rest of the basses 
were seated. I sat down at 4:32 p.m. Calvin 
shot me a look that said, “Your death has 
narrowly been averted.” I smiled, wiped 
sweat from my forehead, and gave Calvin 
a thumbs up. He laughed.

Ten seconds later our emcee, Jim 
Pedersen, welcomed Christian Edition to 
the stage. 

A Close Call
continued 
from page 3

“Music 
and Mission”
continued  
from page 2

she was enriched by finding “flowers” in the 
people, the music, and God’s Word. Of 
course, a bit of beauty from the Caribbean 
never hurt anybody!

Christine Casey told about how she 
retired in 2013, and at the time she decided 
that in her retirement she wanted to do 
two things: go on a mission trip, and go 
on a cruise. About a year-and-a-half later 
while attending a Christian Edition concert 
at Mount Hermon Christian Conference 
Center, she heard about the Music and 
Mission Cruise and said, “Praise the Lord. 
It is a two-in-one answer to prayer!” She has 

been inspired over the 
years by the music of CE—
the men have Jesus in 
their lives and they radi-
ate Jesus in everything 
they do.

Scott and Ronda 
Adey from Calimesa 
spoke of how the music 
of Christian Edition has 

Christian Edition gives 
a concert for Cayman 
Academy K-12 students in 
the Kings SDA Church.

Two of Margie Lunt’s 
“angels” were Gary and 
Jerri Gifford (left), who 
helped her navigate the 
ship so that she could 
regularly participate in 
Karl Haffner’s worship 
services.

been so meaningful to them over the years. 
One of their young twin boys died in 2009, 
and the words in many of the CE songs 
carried them through that terribly difficult 
period. In fact, all of the songs at their son’s 
memorial service were CE songs. Ronda 
has not been bitter or angry; she credits 
this with the peace God has given her. It has 
been tough; obviously, you don’t go through 
something like that without a lot of pain, but 
during some of the darkest moments Scott 
and Ronda would put on CE songs and listen 
to the words, finding sustenance in them. 

Lynnette Clement relayed a mission 
experience about taking toys to an orphan-
age in Jamaica. “After our ‘forever’ 10-min-
ute walk to the Falmouth SDA Church and 
Elementary School, we loaded toys into a 
taxi-van and headed to the orphanage. 
The taxi took us over and around, up and 
down, and back around the island. On one 
particularly steep hill, we got half-way up 
and stopped for a stalled dump truck. 
When we attempted to pass the truck and 
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Keri and Loren Kirk 
spend a day painting 
the Falmouth SDA 
Church in Jamaica.

drove up even with it, the taxi 
also stalled and would not 
restart. That’s when I started 
praying and reminded the 
Lord that we were on His busi-
ness! The taxi driver carefully 
backed down the hill and with 
a push start by the locals and 

one of our members, the van started—only 
to stall again when the air conditioning was 
turned on! Continuing to push the taxi, it 
restarted and we were able to climb up to 
the top by God’s grace! We all sang praises 
upon reaching the top. God is so good!”

Linda Knipschild mentioned that her 
daughter, DeAnne, loves to sing. In addition 
to leading song service for morning wor-
ship each day with her brother Erich, she 
also went to sing Karaoke at night. While 
on the island of Jamaica, a lady said, “Aren’t 
you the girl that sang Karaoke on the ship?” 
DeAnne responded with a “yes.” Linda and 
DeAnne told the woman about Christian 
Edition and the Music and Mission Cruise, 
inviting her to our Sabbath afternoon con-
cert. Linda turned to DeAnne afterward tell-
ing her she was the first Karaoke evangelist 
she had ever met! 

Keri and Loren Kirk shared their expe-
riences of being on the Music and Mission 
Cruise. Keri expressed that she had always 
wanted to go on a Christian Edition cruise 
because she just LOVES their music. When 
her cousin, Fred Miller, a second tenor in 

the group, shared infor-
mation about the cruise 
with Keri and Loren, they 
said, “We are going this 
time!” Keri really wanted 
to go to the orphanage 
and share toys with the 
children, so on Tuesday, 
while in Cozumel, Mexico, 
they went to Ciudad de 
Angeles. In addition to 
leaving toys for the chil-
dren, they had a tour of 
the orphanage, and saw 
the wonderful ministry it 
has to raise the children 

Volunteers generously 
give of their time to paint 
the Filadelfia Adventist 
Church at George Town, 
Grand Cayman. 
Photos by Christine Casey

Just starting.

Nearly done.

to be great workers in the community and 
have a great family life in the future. On 
Wednesday, Loren indicated to Keri that 
he was going on an excursion the next day 
when they were in Jamaica; however, God 
had other plans and Keri convinced him that 
they should go and paint the church. Loren 
said they spent the entire morning painting. 
Part of that time CE was singing inside the 
church, so they were able to enjoy the music 
through the open windows. In the after-
noon they took the long, hot walk back to 
the cruise ship to have some lunch, but then 
decided to go back to the church and paint 
some more. They painted and painted all 
afternoon until the church members almost 
kicked them out because they wanted to 
go home themselves! The two story church 
was painted in one day by approximately 
20 people. That was the greatest blessing of 
the entire trip for Loren and Keri. 

Story after story was related by 
Christian Edition members and 
guests throughout the week. Almost 
everyone had an experience to 

share about being part of the visits to the 
orphanages and schools for distribution of 
toys and school supplies, as well as their 
participation in the painting projects at 
the churches. In addition, many invited the 
ship’s crew and passengers to join us for the 
final concert on board the ship the last day 
at sea. Nearly 350 CDs were given to those 
guests as they left at the end of the concert. 
For most, it was the first time they had ever 
heard Christian Edition. 

Many people who hear the word mis-
sion think about mission projects and mis-
sion outreach. But as I have reflected back 
on these experiences our guests had, I also 
think of the Christian Edition mission state-
ment: We are dedicated to providing each 
listener with an opportunity for a closer walk 
with the Lord through songs, the Word, and 
prayer ministry. We believe that the Lord’s 
love, along with the Holy Spirit, combine to 
make Christian Edition His ministry. 

Yes, God is so good! 



Calendar
All listed Christian Edition rehearsals are open to 
our friends and are held at San Gabriel Academy 
Elementary located at 5550 Muscatel Ave. in San 
Gabriel, California. 
Concert times or locations may change. Please call 
ahead to confirm a concert before traveling long 
distances. (Seventh-day Adventist has been abbrevi-
ated to SDA.)
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Thank you
for worshiping with us!

September 2016
23 Friday 7:00 P.M. Maranatha
 Trinity Life Center  Convention
 5225 Hillsdale Blvd.
 Sacramento CA 95842  

24 Saturday 9:00 a.M. Maranatha
 Trinity Life Center  Convention
 5225 Hillsdale Blvd.
 Sacramento CA 95842  

24 Saturday 7:00 P.M. Concert
 Auburn SDA Church
 12225 Rock Creek Road
 Auburn, CA 95602
 (530) 885-4232

OctOber 2016
7 Friday 7:00 P.M. Rehearsal

8 Saturday 3:00 P.M. Rehearsal

9 Sunday 2:00 P.M. Concert
 Trilogy at Glen Ivy 
 24503 Trilogy Parkway
 Corona, CA 92883
 (951) 667-2216

22 Saturday 10:50 a.M. Concert
 Taft SDA Church
 401 Harrison Street
 Taft, CA 93268
 (661) 763-4482

22 Saturday 5:00 P.M. Concert
 Oildale SDA Church
 612 Sharon Avenue
 Bakersfield, CA 93308
 (661) 392-8582

NOvember 2016
4 Friday 7:00 P.M. Rehearsal

5 Saturday 3:00 P.M. Rehearsal

19 Saturday 11:00 a.M. Concert
 Ventura SDA Church
 6300 Telephone Road
 Ventura, CA 93003
 (805) 642-5387

19 Saturday 5:00 P.M. Concert
 Camarillo SDA Church
 3975 Las Posas Road
 Camarillo, CA 93010
 (805) 482-4632

Director Calvin Knipschild 
shares a moment during 
dinner with the General 
Conference winner of 
the cruise, Alicia Friesen 
(right) and her mother, 
Nancy Friesen.


