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The Ministry and Activities of CHRISTIAN EDITION, A Men’s Chorus

CHRISTIAN
EDITION
——
A MEN’S CHORUS

Carmichael Men’s Chorus Festival
— Gary Gifford
have been singing all of my adult
life in quartets, octets, choirs,
and male choruses. My interest in
worship gives me great joy as I listen to and participate in all kinds of
male vocal music. Over the years, I
have gained great appreciation and
respect for the quality and meaningful messages brought to me by
Christian
Edition, so it
was a personal
blessing and
privilege to be
accepted into
the membership of the
group.
The CarCE’s newest baritone, michael Men’s
Gary Gifford
Chorus Festival was my first real performance
with Christian Edition. For several
weeks I had been listening to CDs
as an aid to memorizing the tunes
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and lyrics. I had also been through
several rehearsals that were really
helpful when combined with my
personal rehearsals, the printed
music, and CDs.
Then the time came for our
part of the Carmichael Festival. As
I walked onto the stage with CE,
I felt an adrenaline rush! When
Michael, our pianist, began the flow
of some familiar chords and Calvin,
our director, gave us the “breathe
in” signal with the downbeat, the
anticipatory excitement melded
into what was my first three-song
presentation experience with CE.
I did manage to hit several correct
notes and was synchronous on quite
a few of the lyrics as well. I was not
comfortable with my contribution
because I really like to do things
right; but with more exposure and
practice, I can see I am moving in
the right direction. Really, even
with the momentary sheer panic
caused by the question, “What were
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the notes that comprised the baritone part of those lyrics?,” the performance was rewarding and fun.
As I near the end of my first
year, I pray that my contribution
to the group, and the ministry we
share, will mature to approximate
the level of confidence you have
placed in me. Thank you for your
warm acceptance and may God
continue to bless Christian Edition
in every way! 

Director’s Message

— Calvin Knipschild

A

lecturer,
while
demonstrating stress
management to an
audience, raised a
glass of water and
asked, “How heavy is this glass of
water?”
Answers called out ranged from
20–500 grams.
The lecturer explained, “The
absolute weight doesn’t matter. It
depends on how long you try to
hold it. If I hold it for a minute,
that’s not a problem. If I hold it for
an hour, I’ll have an ache in my
arm. If I hold it for a day, you’ll
have to call an ambulance. In
each case it’s the same weight, but
continued on page 2

Toby and
CHRISTIAN EDITION
— Deanna Paxton
oby’s birth mother was an
addict and alcoholic. She
loved her son and tried
hard to be a good mother, but it
became apparent that she could not
handle the long-term responsibilities of motherhood. So, with her
parents, she made the difficult decision to place two-year-old Toby for
adoption.
Soon after that decision, we
received the phone call that would
change our lives forever.
“Would you be willing to adopt
Toby?”
We had to ask ourselves if we
would be willing to share the love
we had for our two daughters with
another child. Could we? The
answer came clearly. We were convinced this was something God
wanted us to pursue!
With excitement, we boarded
the train that would take us on a
journey towards our future—not
one we had planned, but one we felt
God had ordained.
As we gazed into Toby’s crib, we
knew immediately we were making
the right decision. God confirmed
His guidance as He performed
providentially to move the process
forward at record speed. We were
initially told that it would take
months to get a home study completed before we could take physical custody. God had better plans! Within
one week Toby had joined our family and a few short months later the
legal process was completed.
In a suitcase with his few personal items was a Fishers of Men
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Second Tenor Russ Nelson provides the

cassette by
solo in “Jesus Loves Me” at his home church,
Mt. Rubidoux Seventh-day Adventist, in
Christian
Riverside, California.
Edition. Not
realizing the
Christian Edition was joined by guests
Miguel Verazas and DeAnne Knipschild to
importance of
present a New Year’s Eve vespers program
this discovery,
at Vallejo Drive Adventist Church in
Glendale, California. The service ended with
we inserted it
the song “Midnight Cry” as the clock was
into the car’s
striking midnight and ringing in the New Year.
music system
and listened to
joyful sounds
wafting from
the speakers. In
the back seat,
where Toby
was strapped
in his car seat,
we experienced
something so
unexpected
and so wonderful that just thinking about it now
Toby’s birth mother and grandbrings tears to our eyes.
parents must surely have a beautiful
Toby was singing with all of his
understanding of God’s gift to us,
might, “Now sing we happily, hapsending His Son, Jesus, to die that
pily, happily unto God.” He knew
we might have life and become His
every word! Then he sang along
adopted children into our eternal
with “Fishers of Men,” “Home
home. 
Where I Belong,” and all the other
songs. It was apparent that our
g
two-year-old’s biological mother
and grandparents had played this
continued from page 1
cassette so many times that he had
the longer I hold it, the heavier it
memorized all of the songs! Playing becomes.”
it that first day we were together in
He continued, “And that’s the
our car brought him the same great way it is with stress management.
comfort it had provided during the
If we carry our burdens all the
first months of his life.
time, sooner or later, as the burden
Thank you, Christian Edition,
becomes increasingly heavy, we
for making our son’s transition
won’t be able to carry on.”
from one home to another less
Medicine is providing more
stressful. Our heartfelt appreciaevidence each day that stress is
tion also to the family who gave the becoming a major problem in the
most precious gift anyone can give,
daily activities of our lives and is
the gift of their son and grandson.
continued on page 6
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Allan Wilfred
Perry, MD
April 6, 1929–April 1, 2011

A

llan Perry was born
Allan Perepelitza in
Traynor, Saskatchewan.
He received his primary and secondary school education in Canada
and then attended Andrews University in Berrien Springs, Michigan. While at Andrews University,
he received a Bachelor of Arts
Degree in Biology and met Mary
Lou Mitchell, whom he would later
marry. He and Mary Lou would
have celebrated their 60th Wedding
Anniversary this year on June 2.
He and his new bride moved to
California where he attended Loma
Linda University and received a
Doctor of Medicine Degree in 1955.
After graduation, he returned to
Michigan and interned at Detroit
Receiving Hospital.
As a child he had an interest
and fascination with airplanes and
flight, so when the selective service
enrolled him in the Doctor Draft
in 1956, he enlisted in the United
States Air Force. Two years later, he
moved to Cleveland, Tennessee, and
began the general practice of medicine.
In 1961 the Seventh-day Adventist Church contacted him about
becoming a medical missionary
in Africa. Several months later he
moved his family to Kendu Mission
Hospital, Kendu Bay, Kenya, East
Africa. Kendu Mission Hospital was
a small 120-bed hospital located
on the northeast shore of Lake Victoria. Al ran that hospital for five
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years, returning to Glendale, California, in 1966. He then trained in
General Surgery at White Memorial
Medical Center and in Plastic Surgery at the University of California
Los Angeles.
Al had been a resident of Glendale
for the last 45 years. He established
a Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery
practice in 1972 at Verdugo Hills
Hospital and served the Foothill
communities for nearly 40 years. His
practice was devoted to both cosmetic and reconstructive surgery.
Medical missions and philanthropy were the cornerstones of Al’s
life. He was active in the Eagle Rock
Seventh-day Adventist Church and
joined the Eagle Rock Men’s Chorus
(now known as Christian Edition)
shortly after it began, and sang
baritone for 29 of the 30 years that
the group has been in existence.
Al was also a member of the La
Cañada Kiwanis Club, LIGA International (Flying Doctors of Mercy),
the Los Angeles County and Cali-

summer 2011

fornia Medical Associations, the
California and American Societies
of Plastic Surgeons, as well as many
other organizations. He served as
president of the Loma Linda University School of Medicine Alumni
Association during 1981 and 1982.
Over the years he participated in
medical missions to Mexico, Honduras, Fiji, Kenya, Ecuador, Russia and the Ukraine. Most of these
missions involved treating children
with congenital deformities such as
cleft lip and palate, as well as providing health education.
After a short illness, he died at
Huntington Memorial Hospital in
Pasadena with his family at his side.
Al is survived by his wife Mary Lou,
his son Allan Perry, Jr., his daughters Julie Perry-Wheeler and Lisa
Bancarz-Baltazar, and six grandchildren.

Tributes to Our Dear
Friend, Al Perry
— Michael Spencer
y first year in Christian Edition was the
one in which we were
invited to sing for the National Day
of Prayer in Washington, D.C.’s
Senate Office Building. During a
break in our responsibilities, Al,
Mary Lou, my wife, Lori, and I
went exploring. In the basement we
found the small subway that connects the Senate Office Building
with the Capitol Building. Following the traffic of bustling young
staffers with their briefcases and
file folders, we found our way by
trial and error up into the Capitol proper. We opened unmarked
doors in our path, hoping to find

M

Lori and I look forward to the
day when we can explore the New
Jerusalem with Al and Mary Lou,
opening doors in the hopes of finding something the other saints
might have missed. Then, as so
many years ago, I can hear him
saying, “Well now, isn’t that something!”
Former Christian Edition pianist Fred Casey
with Mary Lou and Al Perry at a Maranatha
International weekend in Portland, Oregon.

something most tourists miss. Our
curiosity was rewarded when one
of the doors turned out to be a
meat locker containing a fresh side
of beef waiting to be served in the
Capitol cafeteria! Convulsed with
suppressed laughter at our daring,
we returned to the rest of the group
with the tale of our adventure.
Over the nearly 14 years since,
Al has been a part of our lives,
sharing adventures, prayers, joys,
and heartaches. He and Mary Lou
have opened their home to Lori
and me many times on rehearsal
nights, treating us like extended
family. I will always remember Sabbath mornings with Al in the car
on the way to the Burbank airport.
Never once did he complain about
the unreasonable hour when most
people were still asleep. His zest
for life found him buzzing at full
speed when I was barely awake. Yet,
I knew only a small part of him and
was amazed to find how his generosity and service had spilled over
into so many others’ lives, bringing
them the joy with which I am so
familiar. There are few like Al in
the world today, and the world is
poorer, darker and smaller for the
dimming of his light.
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— Calvin Knipschild
irst impressions can be
so misleading! I originally met Al Perry when
I started my first year of teaching at
Glendale Union Academy in 1972.
His daughter, Lisa, was in my Bible
class, and it was the first parentteacher meeting of the year. It was
probably the longest five-minute
meeting of my life. Dr. Perry was
strong willed, unsmiling, straight to
the point, and determined to make
sure that a young first-time teacher
was going to be good enough to
teach his daughter.
Years later, Donald Borg brought
a close friend and prospective singer
to a Christian Edition Friday night
rehearsal. It was Al Perry, whose
first words to me were, “If I like this
and I am invited to join, I will give
you a couple of years.” Al more than
kept that promise because he sang
with Christian Edition for the next
28 years.
It did not take long to figure out
Christian Edition’s new baritone
was one of the most loving, kind,
caring, happy and generous people
I had ever met. I remember when he
first began singing with Christian
Edition, the guys and I would call
him “Dr. Perry.” After a few months
of this Al exclaimed, “If I am going
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to continue in this group, you are
going to call me Al!”
Al and his wife, Mary Lou,
genuinely cared for others with an
unfailing love and concern. They
would often invite me and my wife,
Linda, to join them at the Hollywood Bowl to not only enjoy a marvelous Saturday evening concert,
but to also share stories and memories like family members.
This care and concern went even
further when Al noticed a skin condition I had. Al immediately took
me to his office for treatment and
continued to watch over me with
loving concern. Al’s love for me was
so real that, when I lost my father,
he was there to help me through it.
I often told him I considered him
my adopted father.
Al wasn’t that way only with me;
he treated everyone with real love
and friendship. Over the 28 years
that Al was a member of Christian
Edition, he reached out to others
everywhere we went. I will always
remember how he would take time
after concerts to listen to the prayer
requests individuals shared with
him. Later, during Christian Edition rehearsal, tears would come to
his eyes when he asked for prayer
on behalf of those same individuals.
The world is a less happy and
caring place with Al’s passing. I
praise God that I will see him again
on that day when the Lord returns
to take His children home. I look
forward to running with Al and
Mary Lou on the streets of gold
and sharing a mango shake with
them as we listen to heavenly music
together. 

Meet the
New Member
— Esther Brummett
ur newest bass singer,
Clarence Brummett,
comes to us from Loma
Linda, California, bringing a rich
and varied history of musical
activities. All through his childhood, Clarence was involved in
music. His mother, Bernice, was the
church pianist at her Vassar, Michigan, church for 40 years. She and
her sisters sang in duets, trios and
quartets. Clarence’s father, Clare,
was often found directing song services in their home church and in
other churches for special events.
When he reached high school
at Adelphian Academy, Clarence
joined the choir and also sang in
a quartet. In fact, from his sophomore year until about ten years
ago, he was always a member
of one quartet or another. One
year’s studies included a course
in music appreciation, which covered segments on composition and
conducting. He later sang with the
Loma Linda Men’s Chorus for 21
years as well as with various other
choirs.
His appreciation for music
deepened when he married Carol
Rhodes, a gifted pianist who devoted her life to directing choirs and
nurturing musical performances
in several academies. Like CE’s
Michael Spencer, she could transpose instantaneously, and for fun
she would sometimes amuse her
family and friends by playing in
one key with her right hand and
another key with her left. Sadly, she
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passed away
early in 1985.
Clarence
married his
present wife,
Esther, on
December 31
of that same
year. She is a
CE’s newest bass,
musician in her
Clarence Brummett own right and is
totally supportive and involved in
all Christian Edition activities.
The camaraderie and commitment of the members of the Christian Edition family have been a
great blessing to both Clarence and
Esther, and they are honored to be
included in this ministry. 

By the Time I
Get to Phoenix…
— Clarence Brummett
t 4:50 A.M., Friday, the
alarm jolted us out of
deep slumber. We had to
meet a tour bus at 6:00 A.M. By
6:45 A.M., with a prayer for safe
travel, the bus moved out and we
were on our way to Phoenix, Arizona, for the first weekend of concerts
initiating the 30th season of the
ministry of Christian Edition.
Loma Linda wasn’t the first
stop for the bus that morning. It
left Glendale, at 5:15 A.M. to be on
schedule to arrive at Loma Linda
by 6:00 A.M.; however, the bus
driver, who lives in Palmdale, awoke
even earlier at 1:30 A.M. to meet his
appointment in Glendale at 5:00 A.M.
How did we get to this place in
the history of Christian Edition?
This group started with an appoint-
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ment to sing one song for a minister’s birthday celebration and now
here we are 30 years later.
Today’s schedule follows a
monthly pattern during the concert
season of Christian Edition. This
particular weekend sees the group
leading worship services in four different venues in the greater Phoenix
area, starting with one on Friday
night, two on Sabbath, and one on
Sunday morning before returning
to Southern California. It is quite a
busy weekend, to say the least.
Why would anyone of sound
body and mind choose to subject
themselves to this strenuous program? Let me share two of several
reasons: (1) Man is a social creature, and being part of a group like
Christian Edition helps to fulfill
that social need; (2) Even more
importantly, Christian Edition is a
ministry which gives us the opportunity to share the love of God and
the plan of salvation in a way that a
sermon alone may not accomplish.
Some things are conveyed better
musically than verbally.
In addition to the singing ministry, there are many other vital,
rewarding responsibilities capably
handled by both singing and supporting members. Some of those
activities include printing and mailing posters and concert information
to each venue, and managing and
staffing the sale of our CDs and
DVDs at the concerts.
The most immediate reward, for
many of us, is hearing the heartfelt
gratitude of the audience during the
greeting time after the concert. The
songs may end, but the melodies linger on to brighten their journeys. 
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

JUNE
18

Saturday
11:15 A . M .
Oakridge Adventist Church
5350 Baillie Street
Vancouver, BC V5Z 3M5
(604) 266-6727

Concert

18

Saturday
7:00 P. M .
Vancouver Filipino SDA Church
235 15th Avenue E
Vancouver, BC V5T 2P8
(604) 874-8987

Concert

SEPTEMBER
Rehearsal

9

Friday

7:00 P. M .

10

Saturday
7:30 P. M .
Sandi Patty & Friends
Vallejo Drive SDA Church
300 Vallejo Drive
Glendale, CA 91206
(818) 246-2476

Concert

23–24 Friday–Saturday
Weekend Event
Maranatha International Convention
Rolling Hills Community Church
3550 SW Borland Road
Tualatin, OR 97062
(503) 638-5900
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ive-time Grammy-winning Christian artist
Sandi Patty will return
to Southern California September 10 for her first concert in four
years. Guest artists performing that
evening will be Christian Edition,
Steve Darmody and Rudy Micelli.
The concert is sponsored by Lifestyle
Magazine’s Mad About Marriage
(www.madaboutmarriage.com) and
Glendale Adventist Medical Center
(www.glendaleadventist.com). You
will also meet the hosts of Lifestyle
Magazine, Mike and Gayle Tucker,
at the concert being held at 7:30 P.M.
at the Vallejo Drive Seventh-day
Adventist Church, 300 Vallejo Drive

Director’s Message

M USICAL D IRECTOR AND PRESIDENT
C ALVIN K NIPSCHILD

Editorial Board
R ICHARD G UTSCHE
K EN HOLLAND
FRED M ILLER
LORI S PENCER
DAVID TAYLOR
CRAIG VENDOURIS
PAUL WILCOX

An Evening with Sandi Patty and Friends

|

in Glendale, Ca. General seating
is $23. VIP tickets with Premium
Seating and “Front of Line Meet &
Greet” access are $38. (No service
charges added.) For information go
to (www.regimeentertainment.com)
or (www.madaboutmarriage.com) or
sign up on the Mad About Marriage
Facebook page for notifications and
ticketing links. 

continued from page 2

one of the major causes of poor health, frustration and depression.
I would like to remind all of us what the perfect cure is. It is found in
Matthew 11:28–30 where Christ says, “Come unto me all ye that labor and
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn
from me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall fi nd rest unto your
souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” (KJV)
May God personally bless you as you learn of Him and may your burden (stress) be light. 
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